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Context and highlights
Our site is situated in the Flinders Ranges and is a part-time preschool. We have a 50% Aboriginal enrolment, and
cater for families with diverse needs, farming and remote families, professional working families, socially isolated
and transient. We aim to make everyone feel welcomed and encourage families to stay and chat. COVID has
limited our ability to socially support families as we have in previous years, however we feel that it has also brought
us closer as a community and understand the importance that as an education facility we have in offering
connectedness. We aim to build on our community programs in 2021 and offer more connected learning within our
community.
This year we have experienced a growth in our oral language development, especially in our use of tier two and
three words. Learners have challenged their thinking in number sense, problem solving using 2D and 3D shapes,
and have fostered a sense of group knowledge with peer learning. Our site has worked strategically in developing
play based games that support learning in literacy and numeracy, as well as how to effectively record data based on
our PQIP goals.
Although a smaller preschool group than last year, we have increased our occasional care and Aboriginal three
year old enrolments, making our overall site number in excess of thirty children. This has been beneficial to our site
goals in effective transition practices, as well as creating an environment rich in scaffolded learning experiences.
The increase in Aboriginal three year old enrolments also led to a specialised role in teacher support, completely
funded by our site. This role saw a substantial increase in executive function skill development and phonological
awareness. It is envisioned that data gained from observations and assessments in 2021 will show a greater
increase in literacy and numeracy outcomes.
Our 2020 SALA exhibition went ahead this year, even through the COVID restrictions. We worked with our
community and instead of hosting a one night exhibition, had 'host sites' across the town exhibiting our works, as
well as regional professional works. This proved so successful that we intend on having host sites again next year.
Completely funded by fundraising, grants, and working bees, we now have a front yard Edible Community Garden.
The preschool community feels strongly that this will not only support learning on our site, but also offer an
opportunity to encourage dialogue in healthy eating options and sustainable food choices. We are currently working
on a project similar to our dental screening and attendance project, that will support healthy food choices. This is
hoped to be operational in 2021.

Governing council report
This year the Quorn Kindergarten Governing Council alongside our Director have adjusted our fundraising goals
and events in light of the COVID-19 restrictions and changes to community events this year. These funds have in
turn contributed finance towards community engagement events and new infrastructure designed to support the
learning needs of our children. Fundraising events include off site exhibition SALA event where whereby 25%
commission from each art piece was donated to the Kindergarten, SALA raffle and annual Kindy raffle. Jenai
Photography also made a significant donation to the Kindy donating $1200 towards purchasing of garden beds for
our edible community garden through her family photo packages.
Community engagement events include our annual SALA (South Australian Living Artists) exhibition which
displayed and sold quality art pieces from both our occasional care and kindergarten learners as well as
established artists from the wider community at a variety of locations in the Quorn community. Our edible
community garden will provide access to both families and the wider community to free fresh fruit thereby
inclusively promoting health and goodwill towards all residents of and visitors to Quorn.
Infrastructure purchases have been associated with fencing and the safety of the site.
Claire Moran - Governing Council Chairperson for Quorn Kindergarten
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Improvement planning - review and evaluate
This year working with our educational leader and data collected from our feeder school, we developed a literacy
goal of 'improve children's phonological awareness in speech through rhyme based experiences' and a numeracy
goal of 'support children's ability to explore shapes and manipulate products to develop problem solving skills'.
After working as a team on professional development in rhyme and SEAPART (School Entry Alphabetic and
Phonologial Awareness Readiness Test) assessment strategies, we discovered that our idea of solely using rhyme
to enhance development was too abstract and needed to be reflected upon. Further to our research we discovered
that some of our strategies already in existence where actually more beneficial to learning; these included our letter
and sound games, sound isolation, and letter knowledge. We decided to support rhyme in our Music with Marg
program, however continue with our existing games. One area we had noticed was missing, was our lack of support
in syllable development and syllable isolation. Due to this we changed our programming to include this as
intentional teaching and have since re-developed our literacy PQIP goal to 'improve children's phonological
awareness in speech and language'. This change greater reflects the work we are doing in tier two and three word
development, as well as our observations in language assessment data.
Positive notes on our literacy goal indicate a dramatic shift in oral language development for all children, especially
our children receiving extra language support.
Our numeracy goal will not change for 2021, however we have reflected on the need for a better, more quantitative
mode of data collection. We noticed that our current observations of learners was limited and did not offer objective
information. We will improve on this for 2021. However it can be noted that our inclusion of more intensive and
intentional teaching during our table top craft times, has increased educator responses to children, and have made
the reciprocal conversations around shape and problem solving more generative. We will continue to provide more
intentional teaching aides that support learning and extend knowledge.
In term four, our site completed a NQS audit and reflected on our site philosophy statement, site goals, and
outcomes. We recognised the need for staff training in literacy skill development and have made links with our
feeder school so that we may attend Read Write Ink workshops in 2021. This will support our transition goals for
continued programming, as well as build our educator knowledge.

Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2017

12

15

15

16

2018

17

17

17

20

2019

9

9

11

11

2020

11

N/A

12

14

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment comment
Housing and work commitments made several of our families leave town, ceasing enrolment with us. We gained new
families, however we are still working on gaining greater increase in community knowledge of Aboriginal children
being able to attend as three year olds. Many families are unaware that they can attend if still in nappies, or that we
can cater for early dismissals and limited days if needed. We are working on ways to spread this information to our
community and change awareness.
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Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2017 centre

88.3%

91.1%

67.4%

60.4%

2018 centre

91.8%

88.0%

86.7%

81.4%

2019 centre

95.0%

88.6%

91.7%

82.7%

2020 centre

86.5%

N/A

69.6%

#Error

2017 state

90.5%

88.2%

85.9%

87.2%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.0%

87.2%

2019 state

90.3%

87.4%

85.8%

86.4%

2020 state

89.3%

82.0%

84.8%

85.9%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
COVID has greatly affected our number of child attending. Many of our families have mothers who are pregnant and
have restricted community interactions, this has affected our attendance data throughout the year.

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)
793 - Quorn Area School

2017

2018

2019

2020

88.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term3 2020 collection.

Destination schools comment
Our preschool children are attending the local feeder school, except for one child who is not from Quorn, but is from
Port Augusta.

Client opinion summary
The opinion survey stated that this site received a positive 100% agree to every statement. This could be an indication
of limited engagement in survey, we are not sure at this time, however we are grateful for the positive feedback.
Feedback in the form of comments recognised our work in supporting families during COVID and how well we had
done in the challenging times. They had also stated we are caring and provide a wonderful learning environment.

Relevant history screening
All up to date
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Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
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Amount
$214,134
$0

Parent Contributions

$5,101

Other

$5,952
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2020 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

These funds went towards hiring a teacher to support children in language development and executive
functions.

All preschool aged children have shown a
dramatic increase in oral language data
collection and impulse control.

Parents have had limited access to our sites, however funding has supported teacher interactions with
our 'take home noticing task book'. This book provides support to families struggling with ideas on how
to engage children in phonological development.

Families engaged in this book have increased
their child's knowledge of phonological
awareness compared to children not
supported.

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

Inclusive Education Support Program

This funding supported the hiring of a teacher for phonological and impulse control development. One- Many of these children have increased
on-one learning assisted identified support children in increasing their individual development. Working development to a point exceeding that of
on explicit instruction in a play based format.
non-support children (based on oral language
data).

n/a
Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

n/a

